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China continues to play a pivotal role on the global stage, not just economically but in

terms of science, geopolitics, and its relationships with key allies. The Chinese

government's response to global challenges, ranging from discrimination against its

scientists in the U.S. to fostering deeper ties with countries like Indonesia, highlights its

growing influence and strategic moves. Additionally, domestic developments in China,

such as its bustling tourism industry, signal resilience amid criticisms of economic

instability. This article dives deeper into these significant trends, exploring the intricacies of

China's current geopolitical and economic maneuvers.

Systematic Discrimination Against Chinese Scientists in the U.S.

One of the key issues covered in China recently is the systematic discrimination against

Chinese scientists working at U.S. universities. The U.S. Department of Justice launched

the China Initiative in 2018, aimed at curbing Chinese espionage activities in research and

technology sectors. However, this initiative has led to the targeting of numerous Chinese

scientists, many of whom have seen their careers devastated.

According to a report by China’s Ministry of State Security (MSS), 87 research institutions

and 246 Chinese scientists in the U.S. have been impacted, with investigations into

potential espionage concerns. For example, Tan Hing, a Chinese researcher who worked

for a U.S. petroleum company, was accused of stealing technology, which led to his

detention for nearly three years. Although the China Initiative officially ended in 2022, the

damage to Chinese researchers’ careers and reputations continues to cast a long shadow.
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The National Institutes of Health (NIH) and other U.S. research institutions have also

faced backlash for scrutinizing and penalizing Chinese scientists. One notable case

involves the tragic suicide of Yu Ying, a Chinese-born scientist who had faced multiple

accusations related to research funding from China. Many researchers, discouraged by

these investigations, have opted to return to China, where they receive better support and

resources to continue their work.

The exodus of Chinese-born scientists from the U.S. reflects a growing tension between

the two nations, particularly in the realm of technology and research. China has welcomed

these returning scientists, offering generous research grants and modern laboratories,

such as at Westlake University, where leading scientists like Fu Dong have continued their

groundbreaking work in neurodegenerative diseases after facing scrutiny in the U.S.​[3][2].

Strengthening Diplomatic Ties: China and Indonesia

While tensions with the U.S. continue, China has been actively deepening its relationships

with other nations. One of its most significant partnerships is with Indonesia, a Southeast

Asian powerhouse. China has been Indonesia’s largest trading partner for a decade, and

during President-elect Prabowo Subianto’s upcoming visit to China, further cooperation

on infrastructure and trade is expected to be solidified.

China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) has played a significant role in Indonesia’s

infrastructure development, funding projects such as ports, highways, and energy facilities.

Trade between China and Indonesia has surged, rising from $50 billion in 2013 to $150

billion in 2022. With Prabowo's support for continuing President Joko Widodo's policies of

collaboration with China, the two countries are likely to strengthen their ties even further.

This partnership offers mutual benefits: China gains access to critical raw materials and a

growing consumer market, while Indonesia receives investment in its infrastructure and

industries. As China continues to build economic bridges with other countries, its

diplomatic influence is poised to grow, especially as it navigates a complex global political

landscape​[3][2].
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China's National Holiday Boosts Domestic Economy

Despite critiques about China's economic slowdown, the country's domestic consumption

remains robust, as evidenced by the recent National Day holiday. Nearly 1.94 billion

domestic trips were taken during the week-long holiday, while over 155 million train

tickets were booked online, demonstrating the resilience of domestic tourism. Retail sales

also saw a 4.5% increase, with the home appliances sector alone generating over $2.5

billion in revenue.

In addition to Chinese citizens, international tourism to China is also on the rise, with more

than 1 million foreign entries during the holiday period, marking a 37.2% increase

compared to the previous year. These numbers highlight how China’s economy benefits

from recurring national holidays, which contribute significantly to domestic spending and

tourism. As a result, any claims of China’s economic collapse should be viewed cautiously,

as the data points to continued internal demand driving growth [3][2].

China’s Multidimensional Growth Amid Global Challenges

From addressing discrimination against its scientists in the U.S. to expanding its

diplomatic and trade networks with countries like Indonesia, China is navigating a complex

global landscape with a strategic focus. At home, its economy continues to benefit from

strong domestic tourism and consumption, while abroad, it is fostering stronger ties with

developing nations, particularly through its Belt and Road Initiative.

While tensions with the U.S. remain high, China’s efforts to build alliances and bolster its

domestic economy illustrate a nation that is increasingly positioning itself as a global

leader. As the world watches these developments unfold, it is clear that China’s influence

will continue to shape the global economic and geopolitical order for years to come.
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